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L. A Snapshot of the Region:
a moving picture for the last three decades

Gheorghe Magheru €t Doru Costea, PhD

Before focusing on the current developments in the region it may be

rseful to draw a bird's eye view on the last three decades.

The reunification of Germany on 3 October 1990 and the formal
rreakup of the former Soviet Union on 31 December l99l are the

srmbolic landmarks for the unravelling of a new stage in Europe's

irstory. At the same time, the violent and dramatic breakup of former
\ ugoslavia was at the epicentre of the turmoil in the region. Besides

,re loss of lives and destmction entailed by armed conflicts among

:r'eviously co-existing entities that had been brought up under the

.ame construction after WWI, since the end of the Cold War the
',\'estern 

Balkans and South East Europe have witnessed major specific

ierelopments that are to be viewed witbin the larger context of the

,:ansformation processes developing in Central and Eastern Europe, as

,'. e ll as in what was to become the European Union after the Maastricht
.:eaty came into force (November 1993) and NAIO launched the

?armership for Peace program (1994).
These fundamental changes are widely familiar and need no

--rther comments here. However, it may be worth remembering some

:,:nsequential moments for the region that steered them to the European

':d Euro-Atlantic integration processes of today (see Box l).

The road to Europe

The landmarks for the post-cold war enlargement of the Europe-

,: Union can be identified with the European Councils in Copenha-

.:n (June 1993), Corfu (June 1994) and Essen (December 1994) that

:ened the door for accession to the countries of the Central and East-

=::r and Europe. They were followed by the Zagreb Summit of 2001

. EU member states (EUMS) and Western Balkan countries, under

: French Presidency, and on whose basis the enlargement perspective
,:s granted at the EU-Western Balkans Thessaloniki Summit in 2003,
-.ich reiterated 'its unequivocal support to the European perspective
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:=> ::.3 - -rure of the Balkans is within the

-:.= J:c.aration reads: 'The movement

- ' ., ' ' .--: ,,' [h€ regiort'.)

-rv Et-ro-Arlurnc INTE GRATIoN

m tmsiors that had been simmering in the
6srs then a decade before. The UN Security
zcne ' over Bomia, which NATO enforced as

-!{: :r -., .s r:r \usoslariabnng damageto

-lgreement for Peace in Bosnia and
:jr'.\ r 3S the'Dalton Agreement', and

l .:-.,: -:.-. e estabhshed based on Art. II of

FoJEf,al Republic ofYugoslavia; takes the lead'':. ? ::r L\ mission to Kosovo (LINMIK)
ttc territory sith a view to implementing the
L\ Sootrit!'Council.

mim to inde,pendence of Montenegro

its indaendence.

cdics in Eastern Europe in the 1980s and
'intemal'to 'intemational', like in Nagorno-

Sadow from the domestic level to interstate
t signifcant crisis of the breakaway Transnistrian

I v90s Later developments consecrated
. rz:n conflicts' heralded by the above-

: :-- ..;cessne Chechen wars, in 2008 the
. . .::ession of territories of the Republic

ulastrl ,''nexation of Crimea in 2014 and its
::: ir eastern Lkraine.

lflrn:rd the rccognition and accession to lhe United
:'. '. ;dopion of The Right to Prolecl' all being

- ,' :; Illl'l. u ith far-reaching eflects on the area

:.-: :..- - i : i an ic Integralion of South East Europe

, :..".oniki, 21 June 2003), Declaration,https:ll
:urt s .' ;:r s_data,/doc s/pressdat al en/ mi sc I 7 629 I . pdf

A SNAPSHOT OF THE REGION: A MOVINC PICTURE
FOR THE LAST THREE DECADES ?1,

According to the EU treaties, membership of the European Union
> open to'any European State which respects the values referred to
,. .lrticle 2 and is committed to promoting them' (TEU Article 49),

':d these values are 'respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy,

.,;tnlity, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the

zhts of persons belonging to minorities.'They are based on the so-

: =l led 1 993 ' C.openhagen criteria' which had been agreed as it became

: :ar that many former Eastern Bloc countries would apply to join'7.

A corollary to enlargement proper could be considered the acces-

:.,rn process to the Strasbourg based human rights organizatton of the

-,runcil of Europe, a necessary staging post of Central and Eastern

*rope as a whole to NAIO and EU accession.

On a regional level one might mention the establishment in 1997

-':he South East European Cooperation Process and the formalisation

-. its statutory relations with the Regional Cooperation Council (the

-:rr of the Stability Pact for South East Europe) based in Sarajevo. Al1

:lrticipants in the SEECP recognize themselves in the major goal of
1:egratron.

:he tl estern lialkans' lortuous ron(l io intogratir)Il u'ith tht wt\l

\ I ap 2 . The Western Balkans ' tortuous road to integrqtion with the West.

Sourc e. G I Sre ports online. com

:uropean Council in Copenhagen,2l-22 June 1993, Conclusions ofthe Presi-

::ncy, https://www.consilium.europa.eu/m edial21 225 I 7 2921 .pdf
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r:- :-- - -: -\:lantrc Integration Processes.

s-:,: : .95- and Bosnia-Herzegovina in February

l =.c i.sociatron Agreement entered into force be-

t--. ::.:_gnation is without prejudice to positions on

I l-:-: 999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo dec-

ar l:.

A SNAPSHOT OI THE REG1ON: A MOVINC PICTURE
FOR THE LAST THREE DECADES 73

1n2014 the Berlin Summit marked the launching of the Berlin Process

as an intergoveflrmental cooperation initiative aimed at revitalising the

nultilateral ties between the Westem Balkans and EU states and the

rmprovement of regional cooperation on infrastructure and economic

Jevelopment.

An outstanding developn-rent based on regional concertation relevant

:r the political, economic and implicit security dimensions, relates to

-re Three Seas Initiative (3SI), associating along twelve EU member

rtates from Central-Eastem Europe, the USA, Germany and the EU

Commission. Launched in 2015 in New York in the presence of, among

rthers, the Presidents of Croatia, Poland, Romania and Bulgaria (the latter

..r be hosting the upcoming Summit meeting of this year), its sigrificance

or the Western Balkans cannot be underplayed. The Business Forum of
:re 3SI, whose first edition was held during the Bucharest Summit in

1018, is open not only to EU Member States and participating partners

r.rt also to the Western Balkan countries, Ukraine, the Republic of
\loldova, and Georgia. The binding concept of this initiative is focused

--,r interconnectivity in its three dimensions: infrastructure/transpoft,

:rgital, energy.

Comparing the dates of accession to NATO and respectively to

:U of Central Eastern European countries confirms the assessment

:ade by Ambassador Mircea Geoand, the Deputy Secretary General of
\.\TO, on the contribution of membership to the Alliance to accession

,r EU3. Preparation for joining NATO is in itself compatible to the

:-rplementation of the EU accession criteria.
Even if new developments have taken place on the ground ever

: :rce (e.g., accession of Republic of Norlh Macedonia), it may be useful

r recall in this context art. 59 of the 2018 Brussels NATO Summit
::claration as it underlines its total compatibility with the EU driven
:,:egration process: 'The Western Balkans is a region of sn'ategic im-

:)rtance, as demonstrated by our long history of cooperation and

terations in the region. I(e remain fully committed to the stability
.-' d securilt of the Western Balkans, as well as to supporting the Euro-
:..lantic aspirations of countries in the region. Wewill continue to work

ll e are an integral part of the most successful union in human history ', 4 April
1021. ibidem.

end Euro- {tlantic Integration Processes

- :-: :::3>

Czech Republic,
Hungary Poland

Bulgaria. Estonia,
Lan'ia, Lithuania,
Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia

Bosnia-Herzegovina's
first national annual
program under MAP
was accepted by
NATO ministers.

\ATO

5 erbr a

', | -- :,:en e gro

-- i-l_f,

S:::.a Albania, Croatia

Montenegro

North Macedonia
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comprehensive and convincing reforms are still required in crucial

areas, notably on the rule of law, competitiveness, and regional

cooperation and reconciliation' . (emphasis added).

However, one has to recall that authoritative voices among EUMS

saw that further enlargement should be subsequent to EU internal

refofln, whereas aiming at the same time for asserting the voice of a

political EuropeT.

It may be worth mentioning that in 2078, 2019 and 2020 three

countries in South East Europe held the Presidency of the Union:

Bulgaria, Romania and Croatia and all had the Western Balkans and

enlargement high on their agenda. Between the Summit in Sofia in 2018

and the Summit meeting in Zagreb, in 2020, in 2019 the Romanian

Presidency had as one of its main topics in the Gymnich meeting of
foreign ministers the accession of the Western Balkans; moreover,

during Romania's tenure the 54s meeting of the Association Council,

EU-Turkey took place in Brussels - an event not easy to organize after

a four years lapse. Romania focused its attention on advancing the

negotiations for accession of Montenegro and Serbia, supported the

opening of negotiations for accession forAlbania andNorth Macedonia

and encouraged the presentation of the candidature of Bosnia-

Herzegovina as a member of European Union. Considering the long-

term investment made in the democratic transition and consolidation

of the region and present-day challenges of a hybrid and asymmetric

nature, a whole-of-society type of response is required, which includes

building resilience and ensuring cyber-security as essential components

- and here Romania can be a contributor through the newly founded EU

Cyber Center in Bucharest and the Euro-Atlantic Center for Resilience

coordinated by the Romanian MFA. Likewise, on a wider scale,

Romania's own experience in institution- and democracy-building

would be useful in the general trend of supporting the area's aspirations

to European and Euro-Atlantic integration, as the case may be8.

7 Tefta Kelmendi, Engjellushe Morina, How Macron can strengthen the EU in the

Western Balkans, European Council on Foreign Relations, 24Februaty 2021, htt-

ps://ecfr.er,r/article/how-macron-can-stengthen-the-eu-in-the-westem-balkans/
t See for instance Iordan Birbulescu (coordinator), Clara Volintiru, Miruna Tron-

cotii, Nicolae Todiraq, Regional Democracy Promotion - Romania in relation to

Western Balkans and Eastern Partnership Stafes, Tritonic, 2018, mainly Conclu-

sions and final remarlcs, pp. 241 -248.


